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F R O M T HE D I R E C T O R
DEAR FRIENDS,
As I prepare to retire, I feel a deep gratitude to the University of
Nebraska for 21 years with never a dull moment. Before I even
took office as UNL Vice Chancellor for Research in August
1993, the University sent me to Greenland via Copenhagen
for a National Science Foundation (NSF) “job walk” in June
1993. I flew in a ski-mounted LC-130 from Kangerlussuaq to
“GISP-2”, the Greenland Ice Sheet Project’s ice-coring Summit
Camp at an elevation of 3200 meters, and I was there just two
weeks before the drill successfully penetrated through nearly
two miles of ice down to bedrock, so the crews were in a great
state of excitement. And in the next NSF funding round, we
did successfully bring the NSF Polar Ice Coring Office back to
UNL from the University of Alaska-Fairbanks! At the time, I
was a member of the Board on Global Change at the National
Academies, and it was the experience of a lifetime to be able to
see the ice core drilling in progress at the site where the famous
GISP-2 ice records were recovered, that later gave the world
such surprising (and alarming) evidence of abrupt climate
changes in the Earth’s past.
Two decades later, in June 2014 I have been spending time
with fossils of a species that lived in North America during
the 100,000 years of global climate changes recorded in the
GISP-2 layers of ice. The Museum has chosen the extinct
Bison latifrons as one of the “iconic” Nebraska animals to be
featured in the proposed renovation of the fourth floor of
Morrill Hall. It became extinct about 20,000 years ago. In
2009, the University of Nebraska Foundation announced the
launch of Campaign for Nebraska: Unlimited Possibilities, the
most ambitious fundraising effort in the University’s history.
Renovation of the fourth floor of Morrill Hall was identified
and approved by the University as a Campaign for Nebraska
goal to expand museum exhibit space for the future, to “create
a unified museum building with controlled access, improving
security for exhibits and collections while opening up new
gallery space to house exciting, innovative exhibits.”
The animals and plants, soil, water and climate of the Nebraska
we cherish today all have roots in the distant geologic past.
They are a precious inheritance of ecosystem services that have
helped the people of Nebraska prosper, both before and after
Nebraska became a state. Morrill Hall has been a magnet for
school children, families, and visitors of all ages since it opened
in 1927. Our goal is to create a fourth floor highlighting UNL
research and employing the latest in exhibit technologies,
visualization and augmented reality--where visitors will learn
about Nebraska’s amazing animals and plants, their fossil
predecessors, their place in the tree of life on Earth, and the
stories of how they came to live on the prairies. There Is No
Place Like the University of Nebraska State Museum—and
There are No Friends Like The Museum Friends! Thank you
for your wonderful support through all these years.
— Priscilla C. Grew, Director of the University of
Nebraska State Museum

Modified from Figure 1 in The 1993 Greenland Field Season Operations Report,
PICO OR-93-04

Priscilla Grew disembarks from CL-130 at summit of the Greenland Ice Sheet. She
wears wolverine fur hood loaned by UNSM Curator Sam Treves.

Priscilla Grew with Bison latifrons in the UNSM collection, Division of Vertebrate
Paleontology, Nebraska Hall. Photo by George Corner, June 3, 2014
July 2014

3

F R O M THE PRESIDENT
FRIENDS OF THE STATE MUSEUM WELCOME NEW BOARD PRESIDENT
At the February Friends of the State Museum Annual Meeting Rod Bates was elected new board of directors president. Bates will lead the
Friend’s Board of Directors for a one year term through 2015. Bates is a long-time communications and television industry executive.
Retiring from the Nebraska Educational Telecommunications (NET) in June 2013, Bates now serves as Chair Emeritus of the board of
Trustees of American Public Television and Director Emeritus of University of Nebraska Television. He has been a TeamMates mentor since
2006 and is District Governor Nominee of Rotary’s District 5650 serving 45 Rotary Clubs in Eastern Nebraska and Western Iowa. Bates is
married to Robin and they have three grown children: Andy, Nicole and Daniel. Please help welcome Rod Bates.

I retired as General Manager
of Nebraska Educational
Telecommunications (NET) on
June 30, 2013. Many retired friends
advised me to say “no” to requests
for my time for a full year before I
made any commitments.
Within a few minutes of sitting
in my rocking chair and clipping
coupons, my good friend Art
Zygielbaum is on the phone
asking if I would agree to come
Rod Bates, President
on the Friends of the University of
Friends of the
Nebraska State Museum board of
University of Nebraska State Museum
directors. I have enormous respect
for Art and his wife, Chris. They have been extraordinarily active
citizens of this State and the Lincoln community. I couldn’t say no
to him.

My congratulations to: Art for the remarkable progress he’s
had with the Friends; Priscilla Grew for a remarkable legacy; a
wonderful staff; our affiliation with the Smithsonian National
Museum; and the greatest mammoth collection in the world.
But, most importantly, we have the best supporters in the world…
you! Thank you for your past support. Please realize that when
you deal everyday with paleontological fossils, we expect to enjoy
your support for thousands of years to come. I’m delighted to be
working with you to make this an even better museum for the next
few hundreds of generations.
— Rod Bates, President of the Friends of the
University of Nebraska State Museum

After a board meeting or two, the tag team of Art and Gerry
Dimon were working hard to get me to serve as the President of
the Board. I told you how I feel about Art. I feel the same way
about Gerry and his wife, Kit. They are wonderful citizens who
make this a better place to live. I couldn’t say no.
So, here I am writing my first column as the president of the
Friends of the State Museum board. It is a remarkable board of
directors. As a member of the friends of the museum, you can rest
comfortably knowing that your investment is in good hands.
We held a retreat on April 17th and Dr. John Janovy, Varner
Professor Emeritus of the School of Biological Sciences (I’m a
charter member of his fan club too!) speaks up. I’m paraphrasing,
but he says that this was one of the most exciting times in the
history of the museum! We have outstanding curators, a terrific
staff, wonderful board members and we’ve been officially accepted
by the Smithsonian as an affiliate!!
Dr. Kirk Johnson, Sant Director of the Smithsonian’s Museum
of Natural History just visited Nebraska and after touring the
museum’s extraordinary collections proceeded to say that it was
the best collection of its kind in the world!!
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Rod Bates, Dr. Priscilla Grew, Art Zygielbaum, Vice Chancellor Prem Paul and Connie
Pejsar welcome Smithsonian’s National Museum of Natural History Sant Director
Dr. Kirk Johnson (third from right) to the University of Nebraska and the State Museum
in April. Photo courtesy Annette Wetzel

Thank you, Friends!
Thanks to generous support,
over $6,000 was donated to the
Friends of the State Museum
during the 24-hour Give to
Lincoln Day held May 29.
The funds raised will support
enhancing museum exhibits,
education and outreach,
planetarium programming and
much more.

NEWS & INFO
FRIENDS’ 2014 AWARDS HONOR HUBBARDS, DUNN AND GREW
The Friends’ Annual Meeting was held Friday, February 21.
After the business meeting, a reception and exhibit viewing
of “Titanoboa: Monster Snake” was held in Morrill Hall. The
dinner and annual awards ceremony were held in the Lied
Commons, followed by paleontology presentations by UNSM
Curator Jason Head and by Jonathan Bloch from the University
of Florida Museum of Natural History.
This year, the Friends awarded two Anderson Awards for
meritorious service and dedication to the Museum. Mueller
Planetarium Coordinator Jack Dunn was honored for his
service as Planetarium Coordinator since 1971. Priscilla Grew
was recognized for her service since becoming Director of the
Museum in 2003. The Friends honored Anne M. Hubbard,
M.D. and Ted and Colleen Hubbard with Tuttle Awards for
meritorious service and dedication to the Friends. Jack,
Priscilla and Anne received their awards at the annual dinner.
Ted and Colleen were presented with their awards at a special
Friends luncheon at the Country Club of Lincoln on May 6.

Art Zygielbaum presents Mueller Planetarium Coordinator Jack Dunn the Anderson
Award for meritorious service and dedication to the Museum.
Photo courtesy The Picture Man

Anne’s citation recognized that she has funded gallery and
lecture programs highlighting the cultural heritage of the First
Peoples of the Plains, and that she has expanded Museum
outreach with generous support for video conferencing,
volunteer programs and reduced admission. The Tuttle
Award citation for Colleen and Ted Hubbard recognized that
they have supported many Museum activities, underwritten
the cost of major construction and exhibits, and have shown
strong dedication to advancing the mission of the University of
Nebraska State Museum.

Priscilla Grew receives the Anderson Award for meritorious service and dedication
to the Museum during her term as Director. Photo courtesy The Picture Man

Anne M. Hubbard, M.D. is presented the Tuttle Award for meritorious service and
dedication to the Friends. Photo courtesy The Picture Man
Art Zygielbaum presents Ted and Colleen Hubbard with the Tuttle Award for
meritorious service and dedication to the Friends of the State Museum.
Photo courtesy Mandy Haase
July 2014
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N E W S & INF O
STATE MUSEUM CELEBRATES SMITHSONIAN AFFILIATION
The University of Nebraska State Museum celebrated its
acceptance as a Smithsonian Affiliate during a ceremony in
February with the Director of Smithsonian Affiliations Harold
Closter. The museum joins 192 museums, educational and
cultural organizations in more than 40 states, Panama and
Puerto Rico. Affiliate organizations are selected for their
record of presenting high quality exhibitions, scholarship,
museum education programs, and professionalism.

partnership opportunities and to continuing collaborations
with Smithsonian scientists.
— Mandy Haase, Public Relations Coordinator

As an Affiliate, the University of Nebraska State Museum has
access to Smithsonian resources, including its 136 millionobject collections, scholarships, traveling exhibitions, and
membership benefits. The partnership fosters resource
sharing, educational initiatives, scholarly exchange, and
research efforts. “The State Museum’s new designation as a
Smithsonian Affiliate builds on our long-standing research
collaborations with the Smithsonian National Museum of
Natural History,” said Priscilla Grew, director of the Museum.
“Three of our Curators are Smithsonian Research Associates,
and the Smithsonian’s national scarab beetle research
collection has been on long-term loan to the State Museum for
many years.”
The Smithsonian Affiliations’ program goal is to share the
rich knowledge of the Smithsonian Institution with a broader
audience, adhering to the Smithsonian’s highest aesthetic,
intellectual and professional standards. The Affiliations
program brings the Smithsonian in all of its breadth and
depth, to places like the University of Nebraska State Museum
to create lasting experiences that broaden perspectives on our
history and culture. The State Museum looks forward to new

Smithsonian Affiliations Director Harold Closter presents UNSM Director Dr. Priscilla
Grew the certificate of Smithsonian Affiliation during a celebration ceremony held
in February. Photo courtesy Bob Olson

Learn more about the Museum’s Smithsonian affiliation
by visiting go.unl.edu/smithsonianaffiliation

SMITHSONIAN’S NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM DIRECTOR VISITS UNSM
Celebrating its new designation as a Smithsonian Affiliate,
the University of Nebraska State Museum welcomed Sant
Director of the Smithsonian’s National Museum of Natural
History to UNL and the State Museum in early April. During
his visit, Dr. Kirk Johnson met with museum personnel, toured
all divisions of the museum’s collections and delivered a free
public lecture in the Nebraska Union auditorium.
Over 200 attended the afternoon lecture where Johnson
discussed his appreciation for the paleontology of Nebraska
and for the unique stories that it tells. During his presentation
Johnson remarked the State Museum “has accumulated
literally the best collection of fossil mammals from 35 million
years ago to the present than anywhere in the world.” He
encouraged the audience to acknowledge not only is Nebraska
the “Cornhusker State”, but also the “Tusker State” as 90 of the
93 Nebraska counties have revealed fossil elephants.
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Dr Kirk Johnson, Sant Director of the Smithsonian’s National Museum of
Natural History, presented a free public lecture on the paleontology of
Nebraska and the unique stories it tells during his April visit.
Visit go.unl.edu/kirkjohnson to watch the full lecture online.

NEWS & INFO
STEGOMASTODON JAW BONES DONATED TO STATE MUSEUM
On a cool December day, Drew Maier took his dog for a
morning run. They took a familiar path through an abandoned
gravel pit near Imperial, Nebraska. Snow was melting on a
bank of loose sand and gravel when Drew spotted something
large protruding from the slope. Upon closer inspection, he
realized it was a large jaw bone with two teeth and he contacted
the State Museum about his discovery.
The following May, Highway Paleontologist Shane Tucker
met with Drew and collected both halves of the lower jaw.
Drew discovered the lower jaw of a Stegomastodon, the last
member of the Gomphothere (“four-tusker”) lineage in North
America. Unlike their long-jawed ancestors, stegomastodons
had shortened lower jaws which allowed for the development
of a trunk. These 9-foot tall proboscideans had teeth with tall,
blunt cusps covered in cementum to process leafy vegetation
as well as grasses. Stegomastodons are the most common fossil
elephant in the Nebraska rock record from 1 to 5 million years
ago.

Drew Maier and his dog Jezzabell with their find.

Drew generously donated the specimen, which is the only
Stegomastodon jaw that has been found in Chase County, to
the State Museum. Each year, new discoveries throughout the
state by people like Drew allow the Museum to add unique
specimens to the research collection, and, thus, add to our
knowledge of Nebraska’s prehistoric past.
— Shane Tucker and Megan Hansen,
Highway Paleontology Program

Stegomastodon means “roof nipple tooth” referring to the tall, blunt cusps on the
chewing surface of the tooth.

Highway Paleontologist Shane Tucker and Preparator Megan Hansen placing the
specimen in the research collection.

Stegomastodons had shortened lower jaws which allowed for the development of
a trunk.

July 2014

7

N E W S & INF O
MARC MARCUSON: AN ARTIST’S JOURNEY OPENS IN MORRILL HALL
“Mark Marcuson: An Artist’s Journey” presents the
evolution of artistic talent of Nebraska painter, illustrator
and muralist Mark Marcuson. Beginning with Marcuson’s
childhood sketches, visitors journey through Marcuson’s
life as an artist and his career as a scientific illustrator
mastering watercolor, acrylic, oil, pencil, and pen and ink
among others.
The exhibit includes Marcuson’s popular museum murals
depicting prehistoric landscapes and amazing extinct
animals, an explanation of the stringent process illustrating
specimens for scientific journals, and more recent fine art
works including still lifes, figurative paintings and fantasy art.
Highlighting the exhibit is a series of illustrations developed
for Ashfall Fossil Beds State Historical Park, a branch location
of the University of Nebraska State Museum. The series
includes animal reconstructions illustrated by Marcuson to

show the public how fossils discovered at the site may have
appeared as living animals. “Mark Marcuson: An Artist’s
Journey” is located in the Cooper Gallery on the third floor of
Morrill Hall and will be on display through February 2015.

The exhibit includes Marcuson’s popular museum murals depicting prehistoric
landscapes and amazing extinct animals. Chasmosaurs mural located in
Morrill Hall.

LINCOLN HOST TO GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY MEETING
In April, more than 350 geologists from across the country
attended the Geological Society of America’s North-central
section meeting in Lincoln. Museum curator R. Matt
Joeckel was the meeting chair which was last hosted by UNL
in 1995.
The Museum was well represented throughout the meeting
presenting research on paleoclimate, paleoecology, fossil
rodent burrows, effects of the 2013 flooding on the South
Platte River, and Nebraska geology and paleontology.
Highway Paleontologist Shane Tucker and Vertebrate
Paleontology Collection Manager George Corner chaired
a session on paleontology which included speakers from
Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, Wisconsin, and Wyoming.
Topics included the scavenging of a hadrosaur carcass by
a tyrannosaur, crocodilian and bird trackways from the
late Cretaceous Hell Creek Formation of North Dakota,
paleoecology during the Paleocene-Eocene Thermal
Maximum, and paleontology of the Miocene Epoch in
Kansas, Montana, and Nebraska.
The highlight of the meeting was a field trip to Ashfall
Fossil Beds State Historical Park led by Tucker, Joeckel,
emeritus curator Mike Voorhies, and park superintendent
Rick Otto. Twenty professors, researchers, students, and
outreach coordinators from Alabama, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa,
Kansas, Minnesota, Nebraska, South Dakota, and Wisconsin
participated in the event. The Ashfall Chapter of the Friends
of the Museum provided refreshments for the group.
— Shane Tucker, Highway Paleontology Program
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Ashfall Fossil Beds Superintendent Rick Otto speaks to Geological Society
Meeting attendees during the Geological Society of America’s North-central
section meeting in April. Photo courtesy Mark Brogie

Shane Tucker addresses a group of professors, researchers, students and
outreach coordinators as part of the Ashfall Fossil Beds State Historical Park
field trip. Photo courtesy Mark Brogie

NEWS & INFO
STATE MUSEUM VOLUNTEER PROGRAM NEEDS YOU
As the new volunteer
coordinator of the State
Museum, the first request
made to me was to attend the
Museum’s annual volunteer
recognition event. Now I
think any time one is able to
begin a new job with a party,
it is an auspicious beginning.
That evening I met dedicated
Sarah Feit, Volunteer Coordinator
volunteers and enthusiastic
faculty, staff, museum curators, and Friends members
all excited about the possibilities of a growing volunteer
program at the museum. I am happy to say that this positive
momentum has increased in the month that has followed.
I’ve spoken with members of the Friends Board and
museum staff to learn about the priorities for the museum,
and our early conversations have turned into plans for
the next year. One goal is to bring volunteers back into
the museum’s Discovery Center. With the help of Kathy
French, Coordinator of Education, we are planning to have
volunteers in the space to encourage informal science-based
learning with kids and families. Training will kick-off this
August, and volunteer shifts will be available on a weekly
basis.
In addition to the Discovery Center, we are also planning
to increase volunteers at museum events, be in the galleries

upstairs, and when appropriate, help with the collections
in Nebraska Hall. Some volunteer positions may require as
little time as a few hours a month, while other volunteers
may work several hours a week. To meet our ambitious
goals, we will be reaching out to groups at UNL, the
greater Lincoln community and museum members. As the
Volunteer Coordinator, I will recruit, interview, and assign
new volunteers to positions at the Museum.
Volunteers at Morrill Hall provide the Museum with
valuable support for its programs, but volunteers also
reap the rewards that come with giving back. Learning
new things, teaching others, and being more involved with
museum staff and experts are just a few of the rewards
that come with giving your time to the museum. As our
program grows, please feel free to contact me and share
your ideas about volunteer opportunities. I look forward
to meeting many more of you and getting to hear your
ideas about how volunteers can help shape the life of the
museum. If you aren’t doing so already, I hope you’ll decide
to dedicate some of your talents to the museum.
Visit museum.unl.edu/volunteer for a list of volunteer
opportunities and new ways to become involved at the
State Museum, and please feel free to contact me with
any questions, ideas, and of course, if you would like to
volunteer!
— Sarah Feit, Volunteer Coordinator

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT: SENA DAWES
Sena Dawes has volunteered in the Anthropology division
of the State Museum since 2011. As a transfer student,
Dawes knew she wanted to be involved with the Museum
upon arrival to the University of Nebraska and after some
investigation was eager to find she could volunteer with
the State Museum’s collections. Under the direction of
Ethnography Curator Naomi Leite, Dawes assists with
cleaning, condition reports, cataloging, organizing, and
research. Dawes shares that “museums are places to learn,
museums give us a way to teach people different things
in different ways and I think that’s why museums are so
important in our every day lives.”
She will be starting her Masters degree in Museology
(Museum Studies) at the University of Washington-Seattle
in September. When asked what she would tell someone
thinking about volunteering Dawes eagerly replied, “I would
say volunteer! Even if you have no background in museum

work. You’ll learn a lot and you can really learn about
anything you want.”

Sena Dawes has volunteered in the Anthropology division of the State Museum
since 2011. Her favorite objects in the collection are the Ancient Greek oil lamps.
July 2014
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M U E L LER PL ANETARIUM
ASTRONOMY DAY 2014 FEATURED NEBRASKA ASTRONAUT
Nebraska Astronaut Clayton Anderson highlighted Astronomy
Day 2014 with two lively presentations in the Morrill Hall
auditorium along with visiting with guests and volunteers at
the various displays throughout the building. Representatives
of UNL Engineering, UNL NASA Microgravity Team,
Prairie Astronomy Club of Lincoln, UNL Geosciences
staff, King Middle School Planetarium (Omaha) and the
UNL Department of Physics and Astronomy along with
the Nanoscience research program operated activities and
exhibits inside the Museum. During Clay’s talks he related
experiences while on board the Space Shuttle and Space
Station and answered questions from museum visitors.
His appearance was sponsored by Hyde Observatory and
the Prairie Astronomy Club. One new display activity was
operated by Jack Northrup of King Middle School and Brett
Boller of the Prairie Astronomy Club featuring a 3D printer
demonstrating the possibilities of this new technology. Mueller
Planetarium put the emphasis on Astronomy by showing the
fulldome program “Firefall” throughout the day. The show
highlights comets, asteroids and meteors. “Falling stars” are
one of the most asked about topics we get in the planetarium.
And the idea of how large impacts have shaped the Earth and
other planets is a fascinating story. The telescope provided by

Celestron International and Astronomy Magazine was won by
Marc Corrigan of Omaha. Astronomy Day is an event created
by the Astronomical League, a US organization of amateur
astronomy clubs.
— Jack Dunn, Mueller Planetarium Coordinator

Marc Corrigan, winner of the Celestron AstroMaster 70AZ telescope, poses with
Nebraska Astronaut Clayton Anderson during Astronomy Day held in April.

NEW FULLDOME SHOW ADDED TO MUELLER PLANETARIUM LINE-UP
Thanks to generous support by the Friends of the University of
Nebraska State Museum, Mueller Planetarium is now featuring the
fulldome program “Dream to Fly”.
Discover the mystery of flight with Leonardo da Vinci,
Montgolfier brothers, Wright brothers and other inventors.
Experience the adventure and find out how this immense and
challenging dream, for which mankind has strived since the
beginning of history, came true.
Dream to Fly is a poetic story about the history of aviation.
The aim of the film is to present the development of aviation
through the ages in an interesting an innovative way. It
presents the milestones on our route to conquering the skies
– both in terms of technological breakthroughs, as well as our
perceptions of flying itself.
Rich fulldome visuals, beautiful music composed for the show
and a poetic narration makes this show an exceptional artwork.
The message to the viewers is to be open to new ideas and to
pursue our dreams.
For current showtimes visit www.spacelaser.com
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EDUC ATION
DINOSAURS AND DISASTERS TENTH ANNIVERSARY
A nine-year-old girl walked into the museum, wide-eyed
and excited. She told me ‘today is my birthday!’ She was
SO excited to come to the museum to celebrate her big day
along with 1,600 other visitors at Dinosaurs and Disasters!
The museum was transformed into three floors of ‘hands-on’
stations, all investigating the natural world and its disasters,
both past and present. What a fabulous birthday opportunity!
The Dinosaurs and Disasters event celebrated its birthday too,
turning 10 this year. This is a collaborative venture between
the museum and the Department of Earth and Atmospheric
Sciences (EAS). It evolved from a conversation with some
geology grad students who wanted to share their science, many
years ago. Now, it is a fixture in the EAS Department! The first
Saturday of February finds museum and EAS faculty, staff and
students at stations that make their science understandable and
engaging.
The 26 stations allowed visitors opportunities to play games,
create materials to take home and have the chance to talk with
‘real’ scientists. One of the paleontology stations investigated
extinctions in Nebraska at the Agate Fossil Beds and another
played a ‘board’ game by rolling dice, then physically moving
through two galleries, only to discover if you can survive
five major extinctions through time! Visitors dug for fossils,
compared the largest modern reptiles to huge extinct species
and discovered the tiniest fossil diatoms. Museumgoers
created hail in all sizes at weather stations, fabricated cloud
pictures, measured rainfall and even presented taped T.V.
weather forecasts. A stream table allowed for predictions
about stream flow and flooding. A live video chat took visitors
from Lincoln, Nebraska to the South China Sea, on board the
Joides Resolution, with UNL EAS grads who are a part of the
International Ocean Discovery Program. They gave a virtual
tour of the ship, observed the drilling equipment with its core
samples and explained the mission and importance of the
program.

Visitors of the 10th Annual Dinosaurs and Disasters event were able to give the
weather report just like real meteorologists. Photo courtesy Diane Pratt

A live video chat connected visitors to the Joides Resolution in the South China Sea
as part of the International Ocean Discovery Program. Photo courtesy Diane Pratt

If you didn’t make it to D&D this year, mark your calendars,
February 7, 2015 for the next Dinosaurs and Disasters event. It
doesn’t have to be your birthday, just come and enjoy the wide
variety of stations that make sense of natural disaster related
topics and paleontology. You can also bring those fossils
and rocks that you have sitting around and finally have them
identified. You won’t want to miss it! See you next year!
— Kathy French, Education Coordinator

Young visitors dig for fossils during the 10th Annual Dinosaurs and Disasters event
held in Feburary. Photo courtesy Diane Pratt
July 2014
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'Sunday with a Scientist' events are held the 3rd Sunday of
each month from 1:30-4:30 p.m. at Morrill Hall.
Join us to interact with scientists and explore new topics!

JANUARY

TITANOBOA & NE SNAKES
FEBRUARY
Children and families explored the exhibit “Titanoboa: Monster
Snake”, had the opportunity to interact with live snakes, and
learned the importance of snake conservation with Jason Head,
assistant professor in the Dept. of Earth and Atmospheric
Sciences at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and curator of
Vertebrate Paleontology in the University of Nebraska State
Museum; Dennis Ferraro, Herpetology professor in the UNL
School of Natural Resources; and Jonathan Bloch, associate
professor at the University of Florida and associate curator at the
Florida Museum of Natural History.

Two young visitors learn about insects and arachnids from Tiffany Heng-Moss during
the January Sunday with a Scientist event.
On January 19 visitors learned about insect diversity and
why arthropods look the way they do with Associate Dean of
Agriculture Sciences and Natural Resources and professor of
entomology, Tiffany Heng-Moss.
Visitors had the opportunity to hold hissing cockroaches,
walking sticks, giant millipedes and other arthropods in this
up-close encounter.

A family interacts with a live snake during the February Sunday with a Scientist event.

UPCOMING TOPICS
July 20: Scientific Illustration
August: No Event
September 21: Archeology
October 19: The Food You Eat
November 16: Agate Fossil Beds
December: No Event
Visit museum.unl.edu for more event information.
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Visitors watch a short clip as part of the “Titanoboa: Monster Snake” exhibit in Morrill Hall.

EDUC ATION

EIGHT-LEGGED
ENCOUNTERS
MARCH

ELECTRIC CARS
MAY
On May 18 families learned how electric vehicles can accelerate
from zero to 60 in less than six seconds and reach a top
speed of 125 miles per hour. Don Cox, professor of electrical
engineering in the College of Engineering, presented about
the benefits and drawbacks of different electric vehicle designs
and how these emissions-free vehicles are powered by batteries
charged from standard electrical outlets. Signature 100 Series
Tesla Roadster and other electric cars were on display at the
museum.

A visitor studies a spider under a microscope during “Eight-Legged Encounters” led
by Eileen Hebets in March.

Electric vehicles were parked outside of Morrill Hall during the May Sunday with a
Scientist: Electric Cars event.

A young visitor learns about web weaving while weaving his own web. Interactive
hands-on stations were set-up on all three floors of the museum.
Led by Eileen Hebets, associate professor in the UNL School
of Biological Sciences, her team of UNL undergraduate and
graduate students and volunteers from Arbor Day Farm,
American Tarantula Society, Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo
and the Prairie Hill Learning Center, this special expanded
Sunday with a Scientist offered children and families hands-on
activities, demonstrations, experiments, and live and preserved
specimens throughout three floors of Morrill Hall. Stations
also highlighted the research that goes on in the Hebets lab.

Public Service Associate Pam Sniff sits inside the Tesla Roadster on display in front
of Morrill Hall on May 18.

No event was held in April due to Easter.
July 2014
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N E W S & INF O
MONGOLIA VERTEBRATE PARASITE PROJECT (MVPP)
The MVPP was a National Science Foundation funded
collaborative research project ($620,000 to PI Gardner) that
enabled field-work among four universities including: the Manter
Laboratory of Parasitology in the University of Nebraska State
Museum, the University of Kansas, The University of New Mexico,
and the National University of Mongolia. The project was truly
international in scope as we welcomed participants from France,
Bolivia, Mexico, Mongolia, Japan, Germany, Sweden, and the USA.

representing trematodes, tapeworms, nematodes, protistans
(protozoa), and thorny-headed worms (Acanthocephala). Work
by Gardner and colleagues has shown that parasites with complex
life-histories (using more than one host in the life cycle) are
indicators or “probes” for the levels of biodiversity that might occur
in an area. Finding just one of these parasites in a host enables
the researcher to know that a complex ecosystem has just been
glimpsed from within.

The goal of the funded grant was to conduct a survey of parasites
of vertebrates of the south and south-western part of the country
of Mongolia. Conditions ranged from sand storms with high wind
and pelting sand to days of complete calm with temperatures over
44o C in our lab Ger. In total we visited 22 different collection
localities that were each at least 200 miles separate from each other.
Each of these localities consisted of approximately 120 different
sites representing different habitats and ecological communities.

During our work, we take big tanks of liquid nitrogen to the field;
these tanks stay cold for about 6 weeks or longer if they are not
opened too often. We generally have three tanks in the field, two
for use, and one for backup nitrogen. We place material from both
hosts and parasites in the tanks, and keep it frozen at -196o C (-371o
F) until we get home and study the chromosomes, the shape and
structure of specimens, and the individual specimens’ genetic code
(DNA sequences). We work long long hours, sometimes waking up
at 5:00 am and not going to sleep until 2:00 am the following day.
Usually by the time the field-trip is over, we are ready for a vacation
- our work in the field is NEVER a vacation and is really some of
the hardest living many of us have ever undertaken.

Mongolia is a land-locked country, bordered on the south by China
and on the north by Russia. Each year, entry, field-work, and exit
from Mongolia was facilitated by the work of two Mongolian
researchers associated with the National University of Mongolia,
Ganzorig Sumiya (who received his Ph.D. from Hokkaido
University in Japan) and Batsaikhan Nyamsuren who has his
Masters in Zoology. These individuals are two of a handful of
Mongolian biologists who have both sounded the alarm of the loss
of biodiversity in the country and have answered the call to help
create a plan to protect what is left of the diversity.
We were first invited to visit and conduct research on mammals
and their parasites in Mongolia in 1999 when part of our team
spent more than two months traveling through the countryside
mostly south of Ulaanbaatar collecting mammals, viruses, and
parasites. David S. Tinnin, one of our recent graduates, worked
with Scott in the Manter Laboratory to finally get the funding from
the NSF that enabled us to go back to the field in Mongolia in 2009.
The MVPP was an outstanding success! During the four years of
concentrated field-work in the Gobi and Altai mountains of south
and southwestern Mongolia, we collected approximately 4,000
individual mammals representing 102 species, 818 specimens of
birds representing 153 species, 334 specimens of reptiles of 20
species and 41 individual amphibians of 1 species. All specimens
captured were examined for parasites before they were processed
as museum specimens. You may be thinking, what IS a “museum
specimen” and why do we need these kinds of data? A specimen
that is collected in the field in a responsible way, prepared to
the highest museum standards, and deposited in a well-funded
and highly recognized museum represents an archival record
or “snapshot-in-time” of biological diversity of an area on the
earth. These specimens serve as permanent vouchers and archival
records of the kinds of extant biodiversity that existed at the time
of collection at the site from which it was obtained. The kinds of
data that are obtained in association with a specimen or series of
specimens include collection date, time, altitude, GPS location,
photographs of habitat, tissues for genetics and genomics, and
field-notes written by the research team. We prepare our specimens
with the goal of the archival museum specimen lasting for >2,000
years, meaning that we use only highest quality materials and
reagents for all preparations. The main reason that we collect
parasites from all these animals is that parasites provide more
data than first meets the eye. Our work yielded thousands of
ectoparasites, including: mites, ticks, lice, fleas (>4000 samples
representing over 15 different species of fleas), and endoparasites
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In 2012 we made one of the discoveries that we had been expecting.
Near Hovd at a lake called Har Us we collected a vole (Microtus
limnophilus) that was infected with a parasite that is an extreme
human pathogen in humans. This parasite is called Echinococcus
multilocularis and it causes Alveolar Hydatid disease in people
and is transmitted to people via exposure (hand to mouth fecal
contamination) from dogs or other canids that have the adult
tapeworm that are passing eggs. The canid needs to eat the vole to
be infected, but the vole can be infected by eating the feces and thus
the eggs of the tapeworm of the dog or wolf as the case may be. For
humans to get into the cycle, they must be exposed to feces of dogs
or other canids (family dogs or trapper skinning fox or wolf). As
you might expect, this more commonly infects children because
they are putting stuff in their mouths without washing, but the
children thus infected usually don’t know it until they are young
adults, when the cysts finally show up in the liver-lungs, or other
parts of the body. The disease is usually fatal if not treated.
We are continuing to work to publish the results of our massive
survey of vertebrates of the Gobi of Mongolia, and as we find new
and exciting specimens in our huge collection we will inform the
museum and scientific community via our stream of publications.
As we publish our results, we are also heavily involved in training
of students.
— Scott Gardner, Curator and Professor of Parasitology

Larval tapeworms of the genus Taenia from the mesentaries of a rodent. These cycle
through wolves and rodents. Photo courtesy Scott Gardner

NEWS & INFO
36,000 PLANT SPECIMEN IMAGES HAVE GONE GLOBAL
About 36,000 images from the museum’s collection of
350,000 plant specimens can now be viewed online. Staff of
the museum’s Bessey Herbarium sent the specimens to the
California Academy of Sciences, the University of WisconsinMadison, and the Illinois Natural History Survey for
digitization, where funds provided by the Mellon Foundation
and the National Science Foundation paid for the equipment
and personnel to do the digitization. The museum sent the
specimens with some trepidation and a lot of work as this
large of loan has never been sent, but all the specimens were
returned without damage or mixups.
The images include all of the labels of the museum’s historic
collections of 16,838 lichens and 10,709 mosses. Those sets
include the first specimens collected in Nebraska as far back
as the 1860s as well as many specimens from elsewhere,
particularly the Rocky Mountains. They also include label
and specimen images of the museum’s thousands of type
specimens of fungi and higher plants. Type specimens are the
ones that were first used to apply a name to newly discovered
species, and the museum’s collection includes many from
Nebraska. For example, the illustration shows the very
specimen of the native lavender onion that was first given
the Latin name Allium canadense variety lavendulare. It was
collected 108 years ago in Hall County, where the variety still
grows. It was originally named Allium lavendulare in 1916 by
Rev. John M. Bates, rector of Grace Episcopal Church in Red
Cloud, Nebraska, and in 1955 it was renamed as A. canadense
variety lavendulare and became that name’s type specimen.
So who wants to see images of dried plants anyway? Lots of
people worldwide, it seems. The specimens are part of the
museum’s world-class collections of biological specimens and
as such are of use to researchers, professionals and interested
amateurs worldwide. Instead of our taking the risks of
shipping the actual specimens through the mail, anyone can
view the specimens on the web, where the images can be
enlarged to reveal even tiny details. However, we still loan
specimens to institutions needing to see actual specimens.

Screen shot image of Allium canadense variety lavendulare on JSTOR Global Plants.

The digitization reduces the risk of damage to the specimens as the images can be
accessed online for research. The images can be enlarged to reveal tiny details.
The museum will continue to loan specimens to institutions needing to see actual
specimens.

Our moss and lichen specimens’ labels are viewed online at
http://go.unl.edu/bryophyteportal and http://go.unl.edu/
lichenportal.
From any UNL computer, our fully digitized type specimens of
fungi and higher plants can be viewed through JSTOR Global
Plants, an online subscription service, at http://plants.jstor.org/
search?t=947250 .
— Robert Kaul and Thomas Labedz, in the Bessey Herbarium
at UNSM
July 2014
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A S H F ALL F OSSIL BEDS
ASHFALL FOSSIL BEDS WELCOMES NEW SUMMER STAFF
Bailey Schwager

Diane Ober

Last summer was Bailey
Schwager’s first year working
at Ashfall, and we are pleased
to have her back. She just
graduated from OrchardClearwater High School and
plans to attend Northeast
Community College this
fall, majoring in business
administration.

Emily Bruff

Ellen O’Neil

Emily Bruff just finished
her freshman year at North
Carolina State University,
majoring in biology with a
concentration in ecology,
evolution, and conservation.
She also has a minor in
geology. Her hometown is
Clayton, North Carolina.

A resident of Ypsilanti,
Michigan, Ellen O’Neil
attends Eastern Michigan
University. She is a working
on double majors in geology
and psychology, with
an interest in vertebrate
paleontology.

Ethan Fulwood
Our Morris Skinner/Overcash
Fellow this summer is Ethan
Fulwood from Seymour,
Tennessee. Ethan just
graduated from University
of Tennessee-Knoxville with
a BS in anthropology and
biology, with concentrations
in ecology and evolutionary
biology. He is planning on
attending graduate school at Duke University this fall.

Jacob Twibell
Jacob Twibell is our newest
office assistant. He will be
a junior in high school at
Orchard-Clearwater this fall.
He enjoys football and video
games in his spare time.
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Diane Ober, has been working
at Ashfall for a few years now.
She is a resident of Royal and
is a big help in the spring and
fall and when the student staff
is back in class.
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Jacob Grimes
Jacob Grimes is returning
from last summer after
working out a plan with his
advisor to incorporate part of
his required field experience
into the internship. Jacob
is working toward a BS in
geology and minoring in
biology at the University of
Missouri-Kansas City, where
he just completed his junior year. He hails from Reeds Spring,
Missouri, and is primarily interested in paleontology.

Jeremy McMullin
Jeremy McMullin from Leigh,
Nebraska, is working the
second half of the summer,
after he returns from field
camp, required for all geology
majors. Jeremy just finished
his junior year at UN-L
and his primary interest is
paleontology.

ASHFALL FOSSIL BEDS
ASHFALL FOSSIL BEDS SUMMER STAFF CONT’D.
Patrick Sysiong
Patrick Sysiong came to us all
the way from the University
of California-Berkeley and
is ready to complete his
studies there this fall. He
is majoring in integrative
biology, primarily interested
in paleontology. He is from
Downey, California.

ASHFALL FOSSIL BEDS
2014 SCHEDULE
May 1-May 22:
Tuesday-Saturday 10 am-4 pm
Closed Sunday and Monday

May 23-Sept 1:

Sam Wilton
Sam Wilton, a UN-L student
from Gresham, Nebraska, is
working the first half of the
summer; he has just finished
his sophomore year as a
geology major, with interests
in hydrology and vertebrate
paleontology.

Monday-Saturday 9 am-5 pm • Sunday 11 am-5 pm

Sept 2-Oct 12:
Tuesday-Saturday 10 am-4 pm • Sunday 1 pm-4 pm
Closed Monday

For visitor information go to
ashfall.unl.edu or call (402) 893-2000

STUDENTS AND STAFF ADD TO VISITOR EXPERIENCE AT ASHFALL
One of the great things about the Ashfall Fossil Beds State Historical
Park during the summer months is interacting with the seasonal
staff. For the past few summers we have been able to hire six interns
through grant funding from the David B. Jones Foundation, Allen
and Virginia Overcash, and the Hubbard Family Foundation.
The interns are college students who are majoring in geology or
biology, and have an interest in and taken courses pertinent to
vertebrate paleontology. The Hubbard internship is specifically
for students studying at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln
(UNL), but the other internships are open to students enrolled
at UNL or other institutions. Interns have a number of duties
around the park. One of their main functions is excavation and
interpretation in the Rhino Barn. They also work shifts in the Prep
Lab and the Discovery Shelter. Prep Lab work consists of repairing
and cataloging specimens from other localities for display and as
part of the research collections. The Discovery Shelter is where
sediment is screened and sorted to find micro-vertebrate fossils that
provide important clues in rounding out the story of the overall
environment. In addition to these important functions, the interns
help keep the park buildings clean and visitor-ready on a daily basis.
Ashfall also has three part-time staff members who take admissions,
clerk in the book/gift shop, help with displays and other office
and shop-oriented tasks, and help keep the park clean. With the
exception of one long time staffer, a lady who has been working parttime at Ashfall for ten years now, the office positions are filled by
local high school and college students. We could not run the facility
without these people who do a variety of things, a list too long to
share.
It would be nice if there were some way to express how important
each one of these people is to the overall visitor experience at Ashfall.

In a world where information is abundant and easy to access via
technology, a real, knowledgeable person to talk to is a precious
commodity. Our interns spend the first couple weeks of their time
here getting familiar with the fossil bed, the excavation and lab
processes, and the geology of the area, so they are able to answer
the many questions that come their way each day. The office staff
can also face a thousand different questions (how to move through
the park, where to get lunch, directions to this place or that, other
attractions in the area, motels, camping, etc.) and they need to know
the ins and outs of the bookshop so they can help shoppers find
specific books or items and keep it well stocked. There is simply
never “nothing to do” here at the park. After a long day of clerking,
digging, sorting, repairing and interpreting, the office staff and
interns clean the visitor center, heritage center and restrooms among
other tasks.
It would be hard to overstate how important the summer staff is
at Ashfall. They are the frontline to everyone who visits, and the
workers in the back that make the park a nice place to spend an
afternoon. If you have a chance to visit this summer, be sure to take
note of these exceptional young people and the effort they make to
give everyone who visits the best possible experience. Of course, we
hope they take something home at the end of the summer besides
a paycheck. They are learning new skills, taking in new, useful
information, understanding their own strengths and preferences,
and building relationships that will benefit them far into the future.
We really respect the summer staff we have this year and hope you
will have the time to visit the park and meet some of these capable
staffers and see for yourselves what a difference they make in the
total Ashfall experience.
— Sandy Mosel, Museum Assistant, Ashfall Fossil Beds
July 2014
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LIFETIME
FRIENDS
MEMBERS
Bill & Ruth Scott
David Lind Scott
Douglas & Pam Cast
Morrie & Amy Tuttle
Betty & Bruce Anderson
Palmer & Shirley Johnson
Raymond &Bernita
Neujahr
James & Nancy Estes
Norm & Bernice Harris
Lifetime memberships are awarded
for exemplary service to the
Friends Organization.

Jeff & Melissa Abele
Christine Abraham &
Mark Weddleton
Joseph & Shannon Adams
Jerry & Ora Adler
David & Alicia Admiraal
Mark & Anne Albracht
Nicole Alesio & Codah Gatewood
Virginia & Matthew Alexander
Karen Amen & Jim Goeke
Steve & Carol Andersen
Gail & Jan Andersen
Harold W Andersen
Drs. Robert & Kathy Anderson
Lindsey & Michael Anker
Jennifer Aquin & Emily Fraas
Greg & Cheryl Armitage
Ramond Arter & Kate Ratigan
Beverly R Austin
Kelli & Joel Bacon
Tiffany & Jeffrey Baer
Yael Bahat
Alie & Jeremiah Baker
Karen & Scott Baker
Martina Bascom & Ryan Erickson
Deborah Basler & Carree Matya
Rod Bates
Kent & Sherrill Baumfalk
Mary G. Beavers
Timothy & Angela Becker
Daniel & Rachel Beckwith
Ann Benson and Dean Suing
Mike & Kathy Beran
Shelly & Alfred Berchtold
Neil Bickley
Mike & Roxanne Bischof
Gary & Linda Biskup
James & JoAnn Bitner
Blahak Family
James & Rachel Blake
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Jeff & Heather Bloom
Scott & Mary Bohling
Jerica Bohr & Brad Anderson
Wesley Botham
James & Michelle Bowen
The Brestel Family
Patrick & Yulia Brestel
Mark & Ellen Brogie
Mark & Anessa Brohman
Theodore J Browne
Cesia Brunswick
Lisa & Ian Butler
Jennifer Cantrell
Marvin P Carlson
Leah Carpenter
Rebecca & Carl Cederberg
Melvin & Linda Cerny
The Chaffin Family
Bruce & Patti Chapin
Kathy Christensen
Scott & Rebecca Christensen
Ron Cialic
Kimberly Clark & Cindy Kramer
Tim & Colleen Classen
David & Alison Clevette
Robert G Coble
Kimberely Coffy
Joe Cole & Denise Ibsen Cole
Morris & Aleta Collier
Erin Colonna
Jim Commers
Letti Connelly & Cody Ward
Tom & Danielle Conrad
James & Judith Cook
Lora & Benjamin Cook
Sally Coulehan
Sam & Vicky Cowan
Gene & Linda Crump
Eileen Cunningham &
Tim Arkebauer
Bruce & Ellie Curtiss
Nick & Ann Cusick
James & Michelle Daberkow
Gregory Dank
William Daughtridge &
Inna Kulagina
Martha Davies & Jones
Amber & Jason Davis
Rebecca & John Dean
Aaron & Theresa Delahoyde
Rod Denison & Jeannie
Robert & Anne Diffendal
Burt Dillashaw & Erica Peterson
Chaim & Meital Dimant
Gerry Dimon
Dan & Sha’mene Dixon
Shannon & Chad Dohmen
Allan & Stephanie Donsig
Jessie & Gloria Dorval
Mike & Rachel Dougherty
Barbara Dowse & Dorothy Smith
Pamela & Lanse Dyas
Don Eakins
Thaddeus & Teresa Edgerton

Paul & Danielle Eichmeier
Scott & Nancy Elley
Gayle L Ellison
Andrew & Janelle Elmore
Talia & Jonathan Engelhart
Ronen & Narkis Engler
Linn & Brenda Erickson
Brandon & Carrie Essink
Duane Eversoll
Ross & Emily Faubel
Teena & Dean Faubel
Sarah Feit
G. Steven Ferris
Becky & Kirk Fikar
Cheryl & March Finch
Tranda S Fischelis
Robert & Lynn Fredlund
The Frerichs Family
Matt & Ellen Fuller
Don & Diane Gabelhouse
Gary & Malindi Gabelhouse
Steven Gagnon & Sherri Eveleth
Manuel Gallegos & Liz Bauer
George & Joyce Gallu
Shanti Gangadharan &
Sagar Damle
Gretchen Garcia
Kyle & Gretchen Garrison
Mary Kay & Michael Gaura
Jay & Ruth Gerber
Joyce Gleason
Carole Goebes
Jeff & Jen Goettemoeller
Kay Graff & Verna Weyers
Linda Graham
Kristin & Lanny Greenhalgh
Helen L. Greer
Jeremy & Jenny Gegg
Matt & Kara Grau
Priscilla C. Grew
Robert & Patricia Grimit
Will & Nicole Gross
Don & Alissa Gunning
Bill & Donna Gustafson
Scott & Barb Gutshall
Dana & Melissa Haecker
Timothy Hagge &
Andria Bethelmie
Jodi & Robert Hain
Mark & Jennifer Hammer
Tacia Hampton
Rusty & Heidi Hanley
Victor & Joan Hanson
Tim & Anna Hanway
The Harden Family
Sherod A Harris
Jane & Corina Harrison
Nate & Heather Hartman
Evelyn Hastings
Lynnette & Greg Hendrickson
Troy & Kathleen Hendrix
James Herreid
David & Jennifer Hicks
Ernest & Mary Jane Hines

Kurt & Jeannie Hoagland
Richard & Vicki Hoffmann
Larry & Dee Hogya
Rachel & Dan Hoien
Cliff & Marcia Hollestelle
Patti & Jim Holloway
Melissa & Michael Holzapfel
John & Norarene Hrabik
Ted & Colleen Hubbard
Anne Hubbard
Bob & Sherry Hubert
Robin R Huebner
Ronald & Lisa Hunter
Keli & Todd Hupka
Karen & Jason Hupp
Mark & Deanna Hutchins
Pat Janike &
Lora Carpenter-Janike
Karen & John Janovy
Greg Jensen
Michele Johannes
Chad & Jennifer Johnson
Dee & Barbara Johnson
Justin & AmyJohnson
Clayton & Lois Johnson
Elizabeth & Steve Johnson
Justin & Karinda Jones
Peter & Kimberly Jorgensen
Cheri & Clayton Kaiser
Tom & Donice Kaspar
James & Carol Kendrick
James & Yupin Kendrick
Jessica Kennedy & Jean Kelley
Gary & Regina Kennett
Jason & Anya Kerkman
Shiri & Omri Kessel
Anna & Jonathan Keyzer
Khan Muhammad & Raiz Saima
Amy & Marty Killeen
Raymond & Mary Ellen Kincanon
Roger & Helga Kirst
Sarah & Mike Koebernick
Brian & Chantel Koerwitz
Mandy & Reed Kohmetscher
Tom & Tammy Kortus
Thaddeus & Melissa Kowal
Drew & Becky Kramer
Ralph & Elizabeth Krause
Robert McEntarffer &
Kristin Krohn
Patricia & Brian Krull
Susan & Gary Kuck
Jay & Carole Kuehl
Melissa & John Kula
Laura & Shun Kwong
Michael & Carol LaCroix
Sarah & Blair Laddusaw
Stacianna & Anthony LaRose
Joseph M Larson
Melissa & Benjamin Lass
Brett Laursen & Erika Hoff
Leach
Jennifer & Jeffery Lecher
Gary & Cheryl Lee

CURRENT FRIENDS MEMBERSHIP
John & Ann Neal & Aletha Biggs
Scott & Kelly Neal
Andrea Nelson
Jill & Jon Nelson
Diana Nevins
Xuan & Vu Nguyen
Sarah & Khanh Nguyen
Rob & Melissa Nickolaus
Patrick & Colleen Nieland
Jim Nora & Julie Filips
Rubert & Piri Norgrov
Jon & Bill Oberg
Jon Oberg & Claudia Vess
Stan & Fanny Odentnal
Valerie & Steve Odenthal
James & Ruth O’Gara
Ortal & Nimrod Ohad
Jennifer & Nick Ortner
Logan & Margaret Otto
Carlton & Judy Paine
The Papproth/Seaton Family
Timothy Parsons
Dennis & Jessica Pate
Jeffery & Carolyn Patterson
Keith & Ruth Pearson
Bryce & Nadine Pearson
Gorden Peden
Michael & Carol Pedersen
Connie & Steve Pejsar
Susan & John Pepino
Dean & Darlene Petersen
Gweneth & Monique Petersen
Jerry and Mary Ann Petr
Jim Petri
Ellen Petrov
Pfeifer Kuehl
Mike & Kari Pierson
Derrick & Jodee Plumage
Ruan E Pohlman
Anna & Robert Polson
Grace Ponce & Mario Vazquez
Kirsten & Thomas Powers
Tom & Diane Pratt
Mark & Kathy Pretzer
Robert Pribil
Brad & Katie Provancha
The Putensen Family
Dave & Tamra Putensen
Jake & Shannon Quible
Mary Rabenberg & Richard Allen
The Rabinowitz/Kimeldorfer
Family
Rositza & Kiril Rachev
Hila & Oren Ram
Bill & Julit Randby
Charlene Rasmussen
Neal Ratzlaff & Deb Bercaw
The Rees Family
Ward & Cheryl Reesman
Mili & Shachar Reichman
Gabriel & Carol Reyes
Tom Richter
Frederick & Margaret Rickers
Ray & Ann Ringlein

Bruce & Sandra Rippeteau
Adam & Melissa Roberts
Walter & Chris Roberts
David L Rogers
Scott Rogge
Ron & Margaret Rawlings
Clark & Susan Rosenlof
Andrew & Kelly Ross
David & Martha Rowe
Max & Karen Rudolph
Carry & Pat Ruth
Seth Rye
Ellen & Raul Saldivar
Hallie and Charles Salem
Ronald & Susan Samson
Scott Sattler &
Heather VanBuskirk
Tom & Sandy Sawyer
Clarence & Amber Schaffner
Marilyn McDowell & Ed Schmidt
Carroll E. Schnurr
Bryan & Jamie Scholtes
Tom & Joan Schryver
Jamie Schultz & Andrew Lethcoe
Aaron & Amanda Schweitzer
April Segura & Andrea McFarling
Perry & Janeanne Severson
Helen & Edward Sexton
Nick & Kelly Shanks
Joe & Jennifer Sheridan
Robert & Margaret Sieber
Jerrilynn & Jacob Simon
Iris & Joshua Simon
Stacy & George Sinsel
Ronald & Ashley Skoda
Norman & Judith Smith
Michael J Smith
Randall B Smith
Lynn Sobotka
Mark & Diann Sorensen
Scott & Whitney Spicka
John & Donita Springer
Thomas & Denese Stalnaker
Brian & Kay Stander
Stav & Oded Gilutz
Kevin & Sarah Steele
Theresa Stehlik & Jim Sandman
Donald & Susan Steinegger
Bill Stephan
Sara Stephenson
Michelle & Buss Stigge
Spencer & Carissa Stock
Douglas & Sylvia Stutzman
Ann & Gordon Summers
James B. Swinehart
Jim & Sue Symonds
Amnon & Sharon Tamir
Liz & Harold Tarr
Susan & Mike Tatum
Sharon & Brian Teeters
Kris & David Tegarden
Ken Terrell
Beth & Brian Terry
Richard & Sindy Thompson

Martha Thomson
Mrs. Doris A Thornburg
Melvin & Rosemary Thornton
Jerllyn Thurber & Chris Krell
Janet Thurman
Jennifer & Bryan Tlamka
Robert & Katie Tobin
Jennifer & Jonathan Tryer
Kyle Utemark
Dorothy Van Brocklin
Mark Van Kekerix &
Robert Tucker
Justin & Melodee Van Kekerix
Mike & Emily Villa
Nirit Vitman-Cialic
Larry Voegele & Cristina Thaut
Ken & Erny Von Bargen
Michael & Jane Voorhies
Ben & Marilyn Vrana
John A. Wagoner
Scott & Nicole Wallace &
Linda Windle-Michel
David & Rose Wallman
Jessica & Justin Walters
Sophie Wang/Dafong Chen
Charles & Betty Watt
Donald & Diane Weldon
Brad & Christine White
Susan Whitmire & David Brown
Michael & Courteney Wichman
Warren & Elizabeth Wienderlich
Robert & Deborah Wigton
James & Judith Wigton
Linda Willard
David & Dixie Willats
Steve R Williams
Brent & Sadie Wilson
Susie Wilson & Steve Hill
Sherri & Edward Wimes
Noah & Erica Witkowicz
Adam & Aishah Witte
William & Barbara Woito
Lisa & Gary Wolterman
Marcia Wong & Kevin Cheong
Larry & Sue Wood
Elizabeth & Andy Wood
Timothy & Colleen Woodlard
Elayne Woods
Scott & Carol Wright
Xi Lian
Ping Yang & Haizhen Zhong
Rose Yonekura & R. Tamio
Margo Young &
Richard DeFusco
Kimberly Yung
Ron Zalkind &
Karin Sharav-Zalkind
Michael & Ella Zeldich
Mike & Amy Zeleny
Lu Hong Zhou & Guo Qing
Qiang
Shari Zinnecker
Staci & Joel Zuerlein
Arthur & Christine Zygielbaum
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The Leggiadro Family
Nestor & Melissa Leija
William & Connie Lewis
Ryan Liebig
Lincoln Community Foundation
Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club
Jim & Gail Linderholm
Peggy Link
Jerry & Marie Lodwig
Mike & Karen Loll
Errol & Anne Lord
Sarah Lowe & Jason Wiley
Peter & Lisa Lueninghoener
Christine Lustgarten
Terry & Cheryl Maassen
Bryan & Rachel Mack
Mike & Kelly Madcharo
Yael Madelblat-Cerf & Barak Cerf
Laura & Jeremiah Maher
Rachael & Patrick Maloney
Sara & Allen Malsbury
Curtis K Mann
Steven & Tricia Maresh
Natalie & Stephen Markham
Martin & Ruth Massengale
Jim & Georgianne Mastera
Lois & Z B Mayo
Bill & Wilma McCamley
Karlene & Jon McClung
Misti & Eric McInteer
The McIntyre Family
Marj McKinty
David & Shari Meduna
The Meier Family
Edith A Meints
Jim & Karen Melang
Karri & Robert Melter
Kevin Menefee & Joy Strayer
Mike & Jenny Merwick
Karen & Charles Messenger
Joyce Michaelis & Julianna Ehlers
Chad & Lisa Michel
Eufrosina & Dallas Miller
Josh & Sarah Miller
Ian Millett & Chi Amy Chow
John & Carol Millington
Missionary Benedictine Sisters
Carolyn & Gary Mitchell
Mary Monahan & Trenton Franz
Melissa & Andy Monnich
Terry & Cathy Moore
Jeremiah Moore &
Leah Powell-Moore
Jason & Renae Morehead
Brian & Abbey Moreland
Jon & Carol Morgenson
Rosalind Morris
Burke Morrow
Ronald & Virginia Morse
The Moser Family
Moss Marjorie
Kenneth & Mary Moy
Robert E. Muller
Natalie & Eric Myers
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HELP US
GO GREEN!
If you would like to support the Museum and
the environment by receiving this newsletter
electronically, please send an e-mail with your
name and e-mail address to morrillhall@unl.edu
or phone (402) 472-3779.
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